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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 

L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

MC-02 ACDA-05 TRSE-00 IGA-01 SAM-01 EB-07 OMB-01 
( ISO ) W 

045908 

R 311230Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9645 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
DIA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USCINCEUR 
COMIDEASTFOR 

SECRET KHARTOUM 793 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS IR SU 

SUBJ: TRANSFER OF IRANIAN PATROL BOATS TO SUDAN 

REF: TEHRAN 2853 

1. EMBASSY TEHRAN OF COURSE BETTER PLACED THAN WE TO IUDGE 
REASONS FOR IRANIAN FAILURE TO OBSERVE RESTRICTIONS ON 
TRANSFER OF US-ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT, BUT WE CAN BE 

SURE THAT GOI FULLY AWARE OF USG POLICY TOWARD SUDAN THROUGH 
ITS AMBASSADOR IN KHARTOUM. THIS CONNECTION, HE TOLD 
AMBASSADOR YEAR AGO THAT IRANIANS HAD THEN INFORMED SUDANESE 
THAT GOI WOULD NEED OBTAIN NO OBIECTION FROM USG FOR 
TRANSFER ANY MAP EQUIPMENT (KHARTOUM 880, APR 25, 1974). 

WHILE UNMENTIONED THEN, WE WONDER WHETHER BOATS 
CONCEIVABLY REFERRED TO IN GOI/GOS TALKS AT THAT 
TIME. 
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2. WHETHER OR NOT GOS AWARE BOATS’ 
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ORIGIN, SUDANESE COULD BE EXPECTED NOW TO BALK AT ANY 
IRANIAN REQUEST FOR THEIR RETURN. THEY WOULD BE LIKELY 
INTERPRET SUCH REQUEST AS NEW EXPRESSION OF PARTICULAR 
USG DISPLEASURE TOWARD SUDAN. WE THEREFORE AGREE WITH 
REFTEL RECOMMENDATION THAT USG REQUEST FOR RECALL OF BOATS 
NOT BE CONSIDERED. 

3. AS TO POSSIBLE INSTITUTION PRECEDURES FOR APPROVAL OF 
TRANSFER, THIS WOULD APPEAR CLEARLY BILATERAL USG/GOI 
ISSUE. WE WOULD SIMPLY NOTE THAT IT MIGHT WELL PROVE 
DIFFICULT ON EX POST FACTO BASIS OBTAIN "CUSTOMARY 
ASSURANCES FROM GOS" (PARA 2B REFTEL). WE ALSO WONDER 
REGARDING UTILITY GIVING GOI "CLEAR STATEMENT OF OUR POLICY 
TOWARD THE SUDAN" UNLESS IRANIANS FIRST INDICATE TO US THAT 
THEY ARE CONTEMPLATING FURTHER TRANSFERS OF THIS CHARACTER. 
THIS CONNECTION, MOST RECENT USEMBASSY TEHRAN MESSAGE WE 

HAVE SEEN ON SUBJECT (TEHRAN 3444, MAY 2, 1974) INDICATES 

THAT IRAN "COULD NOT MEET ANY OF THE SUDANESE REQUIREMENTS". 

BREWER 
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